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Honorable Governor of Karnataka and Chancellor of
UAS, Bangalore Shri Thawarchand Gehlotji; Managing
Director & CEO of IFFCO, New Delhi and the
distinguished Chief Guest of today's 59* Convocation
Dr. U.S. Awasthi and Dr. S.V. Suresha, Vice-
Chancellor of UAS, Bangalore; Hon'ble Members of
the Board of Management; Members of the Academic
Council, Honorary Doctorate Awardees; Former Vice-
Chancellors and University Officers; Donors of Medals;
esteemed Invitees; University Officers & Faculties;
Graduating Students; representatives of the Media;
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, the
first Agricultural University established in agriculture,
in the State of Karnataka under 1963 act, was
instrumental in establishing agriculture and allied
Universities at Dharwad (1986), Bidar (2005), Raichur
(2008), Bagalkot (2008), Shivamogga (2013), Mandya
(2025) and contributed immensely for development
of agriculture sector in the state.

On this Academic festive occasion of 59 'Convocation'
of the University, I congratulate all the graduates, gold
medal awardees, staff and students of the University.

[t gives me an immense pleasure to participate and
share my views with graduating students, scientists
and farming community in this 59% Convocation of
the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore. This
is my third Convocation as a Pro-Chancellor after
having sworn in as Cabinet Minister of Agriculture,
Government of Karnataka.

UAS, Bangalore - 59™ Convocation
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The University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore is
at forefront in the country, contributed significantly
for agricultural education, research and extension,
supporting green revolution for sustainable food
production in the state since 1960's. The university
laid several milestones in agricultural development,
evolved improved integrated farming systems, crop
varieties, sustainable dryland farming practices,
efficient water, nutrient, pest and disease
management practices, agricultural mechanization,
alternate land use systems, land development
activities, etc., supporting to incremental food
production and helped for sustainable agricultural in
the state.

Indeed, its my pleasure to mention that the University
of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore is Accredited A+
by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) for a period of next five years, witnessing its
excellence in all the spheres. I congratulate the
Vice-Chancellor, officers and all the staff on behalf of
the Government and my own behalf.

The University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore stood
top among SAUs in the country and is continuingly
obtaining 1%t & 2™ position in JRF exams during the
last 10 years. On par with Academics, the University
has also excelled in research and extension activities.
Agricultural Scientists Recruitment Board (ASRB)
recruits a good number of Agricultural Research
Scientists (ARS) every year. Graduates of UAS, Bangalore
find their place in a very substantial number every year

UAS, Bangalore - 59" Convocation
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making UAS, Bangalore a leading University in the
country providing maximum number of ARS scientists.
It is noteworthy to mention that, 29 graduates of the
University have cleared ARS during 2024.

Agriculture in the state is facing several challenges in
recent times. Climate change induced rainfall
aberrations, temperature anomalies, heat waves,
deteriorating soil health, increased pest and diseases,
labour crisis, market related issues etc are complexing
the farming community and farmers livelihood.
Farmers are shifting to water efficient, commercial and
horticultural crops ignoring food grain crops in recent
years, posing threat to area and production of food
grains.

Karnataka is a drought prone state dominated with
rainfed ecosystem and the state exposed to drought
during 2023, witnessed good rains during 2024
resulting in 4 per cent annual growth of agriculture
sector in the state, which is notably higher than the
national average of 3.8 per cent. The state, during
2024, received 1375 mm of annual rainfall against
the normal of 1153 mm. This 19 per cent higher than
the normal has helped in attaining higher food grain
production without declaration of drought.

The Government of Karnataka emphasized integrated
farming, food parks, Al based digital farming, re-
delineation of agro-climatic zones in the recent State
Budget. Strengthening of Call Centre for timely agro-
advisories, integrated pest management advisories on

UAS, Bangalore - 59™ Convocation
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e-SAP platform, extension of District Agriculture
Training Centre (DATC) to all the 31 districts is
planned for this year. Subsidy of 90 per cent for micro-
irrigation, utilization of agricultural wastes for soil
health enhancement, utilization of geo-spatial
technologies for agriculture is also prioritized for 2025.

Considering the bio-physical resources, promotion of
nutri-cereals, pulses and oilseed crops is essential in
the state. Digital agriculture technologies need to be
downscaled for small holder farming situation. Nature
friendly farming practices, water efficient technologies,
Land Resource Inventory (LRI) based sustainable
production practices, geo-spatial technologies in
agriculture are the need of hour in the state. Research
focus need to be extended for alternative soil health
enhancement strategies, development of climate smart
crop varieties, quality seed production and non-
chemical agro inputs for sustainable farming. I call
upon the graduating students to think of establishing
Agri Start-ups. In this direction Government of
Karnataka has implemented the following
programmes:

1. A subsidy of Rs.1075 crores has been provided in
the last two years for drip irrigation projects to
increase production in the state

2. Under the Agricultural Mechanization Scheme, a
subsidy of Rs.900 crores has been provided in the
last two years for mechanization starting from land
preparation to harvesting and processing

UAS, Bangalore - 59" Convocation
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3. The classification of Agro Climatic Zones prevailing

in the state was identified many years ago and hence
an expert committee has been formed to redesign
the climatic zones due to recent weather
abberations

. The Government has implemented the ‘Harvester
Hub’ scheme and in the last two years, a total of
344 high-tech harvesters have been distributed
under the subsidy

. The Krishi Bhagya Scheme was re-launched during
2023-24 and in the last two years, 25,158 Farm
Ponds have been constructed to collect water and
use it for protective irrigation of crops. A subsidy of
Rs.235 crores has been provided in the last two
years

. The Agricultural Development Authority has been
formed to bring coordination among departments
related to agriculture

Plenty of opportunities are ahead of agriculture
graduates to build your future - higher studies, job
opportunities in government, private, and public
institutions, research centers & agriculture firms,
start-ups, even practicing agriculture on your own land,
clearing competitive exams at the national level in Civil
Services Examinations and exploring many such other
opportunities.

UAS, Bangalore - 59™ Convocation
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I wish the young out going graduates and post
graduates of this esteemed University of Agricultural
Sciences, Bangalore, a great future ahead. Your
successes will be the success of your Alma mater and
so also the success of our state.

I congratulate and wish you a bright career in your
future endeavours.

Jai Jawan - Jai Kisan

UAS, Bangalore - 59" Convocation
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