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India to allow 15 lakh tonnes of
sugar export in 2025-26 season

GYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he government has de-
cided to allow export of
15lakh tonnes of sugarin
the 2025-26 sugar season that
started from October 1, indus-
try lobby said on M onday
In the last sugar season that
ended on September 30, the
central government had al-
lowed export of 10 lakh tonnes
of the white sweetener. How-
ever, the actual export during
theyearstood at 8 lakh tonnes,
Sugar lobby the Indian Sug-
ar & Bio-Energy Manufactur-~
ers Association (ISMA) wel-
comed the move to allow
higher exports in the current
season when compared with

the previous year. However, it
also urged the government to
allow additional exports to im-
prove the viability of the sugar
industry in the country.

“This timely move will en-
able sugar mills to plan their
production in advance, chan-
nel surplus sugar into global
markets, and help maintain
domestic price stability,” ISMA
said in a statement.

The industry lobby has been
pitching for higher quota for
exports of sugar as domestic
prices remain comparatively
low due to high supplies.

AsperISMA's First Advance
Estimates released last week,
India’s net sugar production
for 2025-26 sugar season is
projected at 309.5 lakh tons,

after accounting for 34 lakh
tons diverted towards ethanol
production. The domestic con-
sumption is pegged at 285 lakh
tonnes.

Based onthese estimates, In-
dia is expected to have a closing
stockofnearly74.5 lakh tonnes
of sugar in the current sugar
season. ISMA said the 74.5
lakh tonnes of closing stock in
the current season gives room
for further exports.

“We thank the Government
for its timely and progressive
decision to permit sugar ex-

ports, These steps reflect a
balanced approach to manag-
ing domesticand global market
realities,” said ISMA Director
General Deepak Ballani.

“At the same time, we urge
the Government to consider
revising the sugar MSP and
ethanol procurement prices
to ensure the financial health
oftheind nnddmelycane
p:l)&mcnu armers,” Ballani

The Minimum Selling Price
(MSP) of sugar has remained
unchanged at Rs 31 per kg for
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the past over six years. The
ISMA has requested the gov-
ernment to increase sugar
MSP to Rs 40-41 per kg. It has
also pitched for fair ethanol
procurement pricing.

With recent increases in
sugarcane prices announced
by key producing states such
as Uttar Pradesh and Karna-
taka, the cost of sugar produc-
tion for 2025-26 is estimated to
rise sharply to around Rs 41.7
per kg. “An upward revision
in MSP is therefore essential
to ensure that sugar mills re-
main viable, are able to make
timely payments to farmers,
and maintain overall financial
stability within the sector,”
ISMA said.

“The volume of sugar ex-
ports willalso beinfluenced by
international market prices,
which are presently experi-
encing a downward trend due
to record-high sugar produc-
tion in Brazil," said Ankit Jain,
Vice Prcsldcnt and Co-Group
Head Corporate Sector Rat-

ings, ICRA.




Bolstered by increase in cover with
planting of 1.5 crore saplings,

Vijayapuras green dreams grow bigger

B.S. Satish Kumar
BENGALURU

Divya, who moved from
Mandya to Vijayapura over
10 years ago as her hus-
band got a posting there,
had a tough time coping
with the hot weather and
dusty environment.

She was keen to shift out
as she used to frequently
face problems like nose
bleeding due to high tem-
perature. But now she feels
that Vijayapura is “beara-
ble” and that there is some
positive change in the
weather.

Like Divya, a large num-
ber of local people feel that
there is some positive
change in the environ-
ment. A “green revolution”
of sorts has unfolded in Vi-
jayapura, marking a signifi-
cant increase in green cov-
er as over 1.5 crore saplings
have been planted in diffe-
rent parts of the district in
the last nine years.

The process has been
sustainable as it involves
not just the government,
but various organisations
and people from different
walks of life.

Significant increase

The initiative has pushed
up the forest cover of this
district from the earlier
0.17% to 2.40% of the total
land area, according to Vi-
jayapura district in-charge
Minister M.B. Patil, who
spearheaded the
campaign. .k
“After this initiative, Vi-
jayapura has secured the
third position in the coun-
try for good air quality. The
groundwater level has in-
creased and soil fertility
has improved. The average
temperature has dropped
by 0.5°C, while annual
rainfall has risen from 550
mm to about 650 mm. The
number of rainy days in the
district too has increased
from 20 to 30 days to near-
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Vrukshathon 2025
on December 7
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After this initiative,
Vijayapura has secured
the third position in the
country for good air
quality. The
groundwater level has
increased and soil
fertility has improved

ML.B. PATIL,

Vijayapura district in-charge
Minister

ly 40 days a year,” claimed
the Minister.

New target

Encouraged by this, now a
new target of planting an
additional 3.5 crore sa-
plings by 2030 has been set
to take the total number of
plants to 5 crore, according
to him. “When I was the
district in-charge Minister
in the previous term
(around 2015), a subject re-
lated to forest cover came
up during the Karnataka
Development Project
meeting, and I casually en-
quired with the forest offi-
cials aboyt the national,
State a and Vijayapu-
ra’s position with respect
to forest cover. 1 was in-
formed that Vijayapura dis-
trict had a meagre O-17%
forest coyer as t the
nationa] average of 30%

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

This year’s edition of
Vrukshathon, a marathon
run, being organised by
various organisations in
Vijayapura since 2016 to
promote awareness about
environment and monu-
ments, will be held on De-
cember 7 in which about
15,000 persons are ex-

pected to participate.

reased the district’s green cover from the earlier 0.17

Announcing this at a
press conference here on
Monday, Large and Medi-
um Industries Minister M.
B. Patil, who is also in
charge of Vijayapura dis-
trict, said the event would
feature 5 km, 10 km, and
21 km runs, and it is open
to participants of all age
groups. Interested indivi-
duals can register at
https://vrukshathon.co.in,
he said.

and a range of 15% to 20%
in some States. Shocked, 1
started thinking seriously
about increasing the green
cover,” Mr. Patil says.

The parched condition
of the district, despite be-
ing a land of five rivers, was
one of the reasons for the
low forest cover.

However, the district got
about 85 tmcft of Krishna
waters and the water had
started reaching most of
the farmers’ fields in the
command areas due to
completion of some pend-
ing works.

Using this, several tanks
were filled which helped in
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improving groundwater ta-
ble.

Taking advantage of wa-
ter availability, “Koti
Vruksha Abhiyan” (cam-
paign for crore saplings)
was launched through the
district administration in
2016. Inidally, it was
planned to plant 10 lakh sa-
plings a year for five years
and 165 varieties of plants
that would suit the local
conditions were chosen. It
soon became a people’s
movement as more than 20
organisations became part
of it and common people,
including farmers, joined
hands.




Sharavati project:
Panel defers proposal
to divert forestland

Proposed Pumped Storage Project aims to generate 2000 MW of power

in the valley and requires diversion of 54.155 hectares of land

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

he proposed Shara-

vati Pumped Stor-

age Project, aimed
to generate 2,000 MW of
power in the valley, has
met with a hurdle as the
Forest Advisory Commit-
tee (FAC) decided to defer
the proposal and seek clar-
ifications from the State
government.

Karnataka Power Cor-
poration Limited (KPCL),
the project proponent, has
sought forest clearance
from the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change. The pro-
ject requires diversion of
54.155 hectares of fores-
tland in villages of Sagar
and Honnavar divisions.
The project came up be-
fore the FAC in its meeting
held on October 27.

In minutes of the meet-
ing, the committee noted:
“After going through the
facts of the proposal and
submissions made by the
nodal officer of the Karna-
taka government, the com-
mittee deferred the propo-
sal and sought
clarifications.”

The committee stated
that the government shall
explore alternatives to the
underground road and
asked to file a comprehen-
sive reply.

The project involves
construction of pumped
storage scheme of 2,000

The Forest Department officials
have identified and numbered
trees to be cut for the pumped
storage project in parts of Sagar
and Honnavar taluks. FILE PHOTO

MW utilising the existing
Talakalale and Gerusoppa
reservoirs. Both the reser-
voirs will be connected
with a water conductor
system. An underground
powerhouse cavern with
eight units of 250 MW re-
versible pump turbine will
come between the
reservoirs.

Objections raised

The FAC took note of the
spot inspection report filed
by Praneetha Paul, Deputy
Inspector-General of For-
est (DIGF), from the re-
gional office of the MOEF
and Climate Change. The
report did not recommend
the project citing that the
proposed forest area falls
inside the Sharavati Valley
Lion Tailed Macaque Wil-
dlife Sanctuary, which is

part of the central regions
of the Western Ghats.

Further, the FAC consi-
dered the observations of
the standing committee of
the National Board of Wil-
dlife (SCNBW) made in its
84th meeting held on June
26, 2025. The committee
had recommended the
proposal in principle with
certain conditions, includ-
ing reducing the number
of trees enumerated for
felling. It had directed a
committee that includes
three members and a no-
minee of the Ministry to vi-
sit the site and submit a
report.

Wildlife mitigation plan
Now, the FAC has decided
to consider the findings of
the committee formed to
inspect the site before tak-
ing its decision. It asked
the State government to
submit the copy of the re-
port of the committee. Ho-
wever, the committee is yet
to visit the site. Besides
that, the FAC asked the go-
vernment to submit the
Wildlife Mitigation Plan for
the project.

An official of the KPCL,
responding to the observa-
tions of the FAC, said it
would take it up once the
sub-committee of the
SCNBW submits its site in-
spection report. The KPCL
had been in touch with the
committee and it might vi-
sit the site within a few

days.
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