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bulld it on GKVK campus ReSldents ryots

Sanjay.Murty@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Many students, farmer
activists and residents joined hands
to oppose the proposed construction
of aninternational flower marketon
apartof University of Horticultural
Sciences’ GKVK campus.

A research student at College of ‘

Horticulture feared safety of stu-
dents, especially women, will be af-
fected if a dawn-to-dusk market is
set up within the campus. “We are
notagainstdevelopmentbut wehave
grown these trees (on the campus) as
partof ourresearch and want topro-
tectthem,” Alfiya A said. !
Jagadish BN, a resident of Dod-
dabettahalli, suggested alternative
sites that could be used for the mar-
ket, pointing to how International
Flower Auction Bengaluru (IFAB) is
operating near the veterinary colle-

File photo

OXYGEN BANK FOR MANY

atarayanapura, which also has ac-
cess to the airport road, could be
used for the flower market,” he said.

" Vidyaranyapura resident Nir-
mala JP said the market will add to
existing traffic snarks in the area.
“We are not against the market, but
our appeal is not to build it here. We
request the authorities not to ruin
GKVK campus,” she furthersaid.

Venkatesh said about 500 people li-
ving nearby visit the campus regu-
larly for morning walks. “GKVK is
the oxygen bank for this part of the
city,” hesaid.

Dattatraya T Devare from Banga-
lore Environment Trust called for
what he termed “enormous public
pressure” against the proposal, ci-
ting examples of All Saints’ Church
and Cantonment Railway Colony
where tree-felling was prevented af-
ter resistance by residents and acti-
vists. Farmer activist Attahalli De-
varaj note: “Saving the nation starts
from saving agriculture. To save ag-
riculture, we must save GK

Kannada activist Gurudev Nara-
yanakumar alleged the govt is iden-
tifying land to benefit capitalists.
“The intention behind several pro-

- jects is real estate development. Ne-

ither have the people asked for this

Times Of
India
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Residents want better, cleaner

Kadalekai Parishe this time

INDRA § @8engalur

WITH Basavanagudi’s historic
Kadalekai Parishe 2025 set to
begin on Monday, residents
have raised concerns about re-
curring problems and appealed
for a cleaner, better organised
event this year, especially since
the fair has been extended from
three to five days.

Residents told TNIE that san-
itation remains one of the big-
gest challenges, as many stall
vendors “practically live in
their stalls” throughout the
event. Satyalaxmi Rao, Presi-
dent of Basavanagudi ward no
154 Residents Association, said
that garbage and foul odour re-
main persistent problems,
worsened by vendors bathing
and staying at the stalls. She

emergency. Although multi-lev-
el facility parking with 120-124
slots is available, she pointed
out that the spaces would fill up
quickly due to the large crowds
and called for more designated
parking areas, she stated.
Sudheendra Rao, a resident of
the locality for four decades,

stressed for uninterrupted bus

movement through Basavanagu-
di as many bus routes have been

and disposing of waste
responsibly.

Another resident, KR Mo-
han, who has lived in the area
for over 70 years, recalled the
Parishe’s origins and its expan-
sion from a small event within
Bugle Rock Park to a five-day
fair drawing visitors from
across the region. While wel-
coming the growth, he said es-
sential amenities such as clean
toilets, bathing facilities and
food arrangements must be
provided. He added that while
;‘esidents tolerate the inconven-
ience during the festival days,
the area used to take more than
two days of the event to restore
tonormal, extending to at least
a vyeek. Now with the fair itself
being conducted for five days
the area'may now take 10-15

also added that the association re-routed, urging police to “vig- days to return to normalcy.
has repeatedly requested a orously implement” measures Raising further concei-ns
functional toilet near the Gana-  ensuring commuters face no Guruprasad Rotti, Secretary of
pati temple, as the existing one hardship. He stressed thatclean- Heritage Basavanagudi Resi-
is in poor condition. liness and orderliness must be dents Welfare Forum urged
She added that parking and prioritised and monitoredbythe thatroad diversions sh e i
: ) S should not Indian
traffic issues are also frequent, Greater Bengaluru Authority: exceed five days and al] publi
with vehicles parked haphaz- He also urged authorities to  places should be restoreq aft. ¢ Express
ardly across streets, blocking raise awareness among ven- the fair, including refilling er N
\movement, even in cases of dors about using public toilets holes with asphalt, Dot g-
<
‘Ironic that coffee is not covered
under climate-linked insurance’
Mini Tejaswi lop drought resistant Ro-
BENGALURU busta plants and shot-hole
borer resistant Arabic
The absence of a weather- plants;” Mr. Rao further
linked insurance policy for said.
coffee places growers in In- For instance, when In-
dia in an extremely vulner- dia produced 800 kg of Ro-
able position, said Arvind busta in a hectare of land,
Rao, president, Karnataka Viethnam produced 3,000
Planters’ Association kg of Robusta from the
(KPA), a body that repre- same acreage. Similarly,
‘sents coffee growers in when Brazil ' produced
Chikkamagaluru, Hassan, \ y 1,500 kg of Arabica in a
and Kodagu districts, Coffee growing in India is purely dependent on weather conditions.  hectare, India produced
which account for over  FILEPHOTO only 650 kg.
70% of the country’s total “We have to increase
coffee production. rance isa must for coffee. It  merce and the Karnataka our yield at least by 25%.
Mr. Rao said coffee isanirony thatatotally cli- government is expected to  For this, in addition to bet-
growing in India was pure-  mate-sensitive crop like provide rainfall data to the ter yielding plants, we also
ly dependent on weather coffee is not covered under  board to take the growers’ require better water man-
conditions. Timely blos- climate-linked insurance,” demand forward. agement, sustainable irri-
som showe_rs and an over-  Mr. Rao told The Hindu. Today, most horticultu-  gation practices, more in-
all good ramfall in a year ral, agricultural, and com- vestments in R&D and
means everything for cof- insurance mercial crops in the coun-  better attention and subsi-
fee cultivation. Also, global ~ Coffee growersneedarain- try are covered 'under dies,” he insisted.
warming with unpredicta-  fall-based insurance  weather-based crop insu- Mr. Rao said there was
ble rainfall was causing ex- scheme to ensure that rance schemes that are nothing much happening
treme drought, landslides, = growers who suffer crop  part of the Pradhan Mantri  in terms of mechanisation
soil erosion and degrada- loss owing to extreme Fasal Bima Yojana  in the sector and this cou-
tion, affecting plansandre-  weather conditions are (PMFBY). “However, coffee  pled with labour shortage
ducing yields, he compensated through sub- is not on the list” he was also a big chéllenge.
explained. sidies from the Centraland  lamented. 2 “Machines are a tough
“When the vagaries of the State governments, he “We require drought-re-  proposition for our shade-
nature often play havoc, advocated. - sistant and high-yielding grown coffee plantations. N
coffee crop significantly re- The KPA has already coffee varieties to reverse = However, the board should The Hindu

duces and farmers incur ir-
reparable losses. That is
why climate-linked insu-

raised this issue with the
Coffee Board of India and
the Department of Com-

steady crop and plant de-
cline. The thrust has to be
in R&D activities to deve-

work on Al-driven ma-
chines (that won’t harm
plants) andsmartdronﬁ"_
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