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platform to help farmers 11-day flower show

1 cr farmers to get region-specific advisories, real-time info on phones

ASHWINI M SRIPAD @Bengalury

IN a first of its kind initiative
in India, the Karnataka Agri-
culture Department is prepar-
ing to introduce an Artificial
Intelligence-powered platform
to provide farmers with region-
specific advisories and real-
time information. The sys-
tem, expected to be
launched by Kharif
2026, aims to benefit
more than one crore
farmers across the
State.

Agriculture Depart-
ment Director GT Putra
said the platform is being de-
veloped in association with
ISRO, Karnataka State Remote
Sensing Applications Centre
and BEL, and it will be ready in
the next few months. The de-
partment has signed an MoU
with BEL, and the platform will
be operated from the depart-
ment’s head office in Bengalu-
ru, he said.

The Al platform will send
comprehensive alerts to the
farmers’ phones in Kannada,

making it easy for farmers to
use.

Deepaja SM, the joint direc-
tor of agriculture (extension,
training and e-governance) told
The New Indian Express that
the project is currently at the
proposal stage. “We have data
of more than one crore farmers
in Karnataka who are
registered under the
. Farmer Registration

and Unified Benefici-

ary Information Sys-
tem (FRUBIS). This
includes their location
and details,” she said,
adding, “From sowing
preparation to crop growth and
harvesting, farmers will re-
ceive advisory messages
throughout the agricultural cy-
cle once the platform is ready.”

Deepaja said farmers will re-
ceive alerts specific to their re-
gion or village. Before the sow-
ing season, they will get
monsoon forecasts, including
information on early or delayed
rains, along with suggestions
on the actions they can take.

During the crop-growing

stage, if there is increased hu-
midity or any adverse weather
condition, the system will send
advisories on appropriate pes-
ticide usage. Similarly, during
the harvesting period, farmers
will receive cyclone alerts with
guidance on whether to delay
the harvesting or take meas-
ures to protect their harvested
crop. “All these messages will
be area-specific, ensuring that
farmers receive relevant and
timely information”, she said.
The existing Varuna Mithra
interactive help desk, operated
by the Karnataka State Natural
Disaster Monitoring Centre
(KSNDMC), already provides
farmers with weather-related
updates, particularly rainfall
alerts. Explaining the differ-
ence, Deepaja said the proposed
Al-based system will be far
more detailed and comprehen-
sive, offering information that
extends beyond weather. Farm-
ers will also be able to access
updates on government
schemes and receive a range of
production-related advisories,

she said.
/

at Cubbon Park to
tebut on Nov 27

To feature over
100 varieties of
flowers and plants,
including lkebana

——

BENGALURU, DHNS

4 I YheHorticulture Depart-
mentwillorganisean1l-
day flower show at Cub-

bon Park from November 27.

‘While smaller events have
previously been held in col-
laboration with other depart-
ments, this is the first large-
scale flower show at Cubbon
Park.

The show will feature over
100 varieties of flowers and
plants, including Ikebana dis-
plays. Morethan100 stallswill
offer nurseries, gardening ac-
cessories, homemade goods,
andfood. Thedepartmentwill
spendabout Rs40 lakhonthe
event.

“We wanted to offer some-

thing for the park’s visitors
andcreatealivelyatmosphere.

Manyaskifthey can purchase

our plants, so this exhibition

isthe perfect opportunity. We
have activities for all ages. We
will see how the event goes
this year and decide if it will
becomean annual event, "said

Entry &

parking
EntryisRs 30 for adults
and Rs10 for children.
Schoolchildrenin
uniformwith avalidID
can enter free. Parking
arrangements will be
increased during the
exhibition.

G Kusuma, Deputy Director
(Cubbon Park), Horticulture
Department.

The exhibition will be set
up from the Fountain Circle
near the bandstand to the Bal
Bhavan gate.

Akeyfeature distinguishing
thisevent fromtheannual Lal-
bagh show is the inclusion of
anartdisplay. Works by sever-
alartists, including Karnataka
painter Rumale Chennabasay-
iah, willbe exhibited. Cultural
performances and competi-
tionswill also take place,

“Organisations such as the
CubbonParkWalkers’ Associ-
ation, Rumale ArtHouse, and
Indo American Hybrid Seeds

have contributed to the exhi-
bitions. We are all coming to-
,,ethel to CI‘LM(. awholesome
experience,”added Kusuma,

The show willbe inaugurat-
ed by Chief Secretary Shalinj
RdjnushunN()vunbu 27,and
be will on until Dccunber7

—




Sathish G.T.
SHIVAMOGGA

A team of researchers ex-
ploring biodiversity in the
Western Ghats has disco-
vered a new species of
spider belonging to pilia, a
genus of jumping spiders,
at Madhugundi village in
Mudigere taluk of Chikka-
magaluru. Interestingly,
the researchers named it
“Pilia malenadu”, to give
credit to the place it was
found.

Back in 1902

The discovery, which has
been published in Zootaxa,
an international journal
dedicated to researches in
biodiversity, is significant
because the last time a spe-
cies of spiders belonging to

JSESEN

Jakkur Forest’ project gains traction online

The new species of spider that
was discovered in Madhugundi
in Mudigere taluk of
Chikkamagaluru.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

pilia genus, was discovered
about 123 years ago (1902)
in Kerala. There are multi-
ple species in one genus.
Further, the researchers,

i TR

AnNGOis developing The p;?ject has garnered
& 0 ’ support from Kannada film
a2 a_cre ec_‘)pocket actors like Diganth Manchale
andis seekmg an;i] Sangdyuurlitha Hornad, as well
. as Vani y, a Composting
volunteers for its enthusiast known as Worm Rani
plantation drives on Instagram. Even companies are
supporting the initiative as part

SHRADDHA A K of their CSR efforts.

TEAM METROLIFE

project to grow a forest
spanning two acres in
akkur has gained over

1,56,500 consolidated views on

Instagram. One reel calling for
volunteers to participate in the

BlueDot, a Bengaluru-based
NGO that works on lake res-
toration, waste management,
mangrove restoration and tree
plantation, is executing the project.

Its founder Harsha Tej C ex-
plains what sets this plantation
initiative apart. “While Cubbon

Researchers discover new species of spider in a
Chikkamagaluru village, name it after ‘Malenadu

Hindu Pg 10

for the first time, have
found both male and fe-
male spiders of the
species.

Ajit Padiyar, a postgrad-
uate in wildlife and man-
agement, working as a nat-
uralist at River Mist, a
resort at Madhugundi, the
village amidst lush green,
spotted the 24 individuals
of the spider species,
which were later named
“Pilia malenadu”. They in-
cluded 17 males, three fe-
males and four juveniles.
“Pilia malenadu” stands
out from the spiders that
most people are familiar
with those commonly
found in houses or gar-
dens. This belongs to the
genus that had not been re-
corded over 123 years.
Finding them again and

/ participants range from children as
,  youngas five to seniors in their 60s.

documenting the female
for the first time is a major
step in understanding the
spider,” he said.

Mr. Padiyar co-authored
the research article with
arachnologist specialising
in taxonomy Dr. John T.D.
Caleb, medical doctor
A.P.C. Abhijith and IT pro-
fessional Jithesh Pai, who
are all interested in study-
ing spiders. Padiyar had
found saffron reedtail, a
rare species of damselfly
endemic to the Western
Ghats at the same place last
year.
“The discovery of such
rare species at Madhugun-
di village at the foothills of
Western Ghats, indicates
the healthy ecosystem at
the place and stress the
need to retain it,” Mr. Padi-

coexist,” he explains. He adds that
this “ecopocket” will attract a vari-
ety of birds, while also enhancing
the carbon sinkin the area. Harsha
notes that the forest is expected
to become self-sufficient within
two years and will require minimal
maintenance, allowing nature to
take its course.

The team has organised two
plantation drives so far and is
planning at least 20 more. The

“Since conservation often falls into
the ‘boring’ category, we wanted to

. __. W SN
Amale Plaintive cuckoo (Cacomantis merulinus) was
spotted at Varthur Lake on Saturday. According to

yar said.
Interestingly, the re-
searchers noticed that

these spiders were found
only two plant species —
Memecylon  umbellatum
and Memecylon malabari-
cum. In fact, the spiders
were found concealed bet-
ween the leaves of these
plants. The researchers
photographed them, pre-
served them and did
morphological examina-
tion for documentary
purposes.

“Our study shows the
spiders are habitat specific.
Spiders are biological con-
trollers and essential to
check on insect popula-
aoii. ihe presence of such
species highlights the need
for conserving the Western
Ghats,” said Mr. Padiyar.

Re . ¥

U'sbirding c ity, this is the first record-

make it enjoyable. We include live

edsighting of the species in Karnataka. Known for its

plantation drive alone received
69,000 views. The initiative, called
*Jakkur Forest’, aims to develop a

Park and Lalbagh have significant
biodiversity, they are spread over
multiple acres and somewhat

he says. They are planting around
120 species of trees, most of which
are “local but have been forgotten

Harsha believes this green patch
will help reduce human-animal
conflicts. “Snakes will always be

music and food stalls to keep the
spirits up,” Harsha shares.
For details or to participate in

birdsong, the species is found year-round in southeast
Asia, the northeastern states of India, Bangladesh,
and parts of Nepal. It typically migrates to Odishaand

pocket of forest with rich biodi- segregated. In contrast, the Jakkur  over time”. Theseinclude species ~ present, no matter where we are. the plantation drives, visit bluedot. northern Andhra Pradesh. It is the second unusual bird
versity, adjacent to an upcoming Forest’ will feature biodiversity like Ashoka, white dammar, and What we need is not avoidance, ngo or follow @bluedot.ngo on recorded in Bengaluru this week, after the Himalayan
residential layout. concentrated over justtwoacres,”  mangosteen. but knowledge about snakes to Instagram. rubythroat. Birders say these species have travelled

farther south than usual. PHOTO/MADHU CHANDRAN
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