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Horti-tourism initiative wilts as pilot
project sees zero fooall in 19 months

Pearl.DSouza @timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The tourism depart-
ment's push to promote horticulture-
based getaways has hit a roadblock,
with its pilot project at Thippagon-
danahalli failing to attract a single
visitor in 19 months, even as work be-
gins on a larger, London-garden-style
initiative in Tumakuru.

Officials say the new venture at
Doddasaggere in Koratagere, being
developed through CSR funds, is ex-
pected to open to the public by March
2026. Of the 800-acre horticulture
farm at the site, 250 acres are being
prepared to showcase a diverse land-
scape of plants and curated spaces.

KM Parashivamurthy, additional
director, horticulture, told TOI that
the idea is to give the farm a “Lon-
don-garden” feel. “The land has natu-
ral water bodies, and an adjacent 600-
odd acres of fruit-bearing trees that
will be further developed,” he said.

Joint director of horticulture M
Jagadeesh said basic amenities at
Doddasaggere would take around
three months to set up. However, for
now, the only operational horti-tour-

Picture for representatlon

NO GROWTH: The aim was to encourage
people to spend time in a garden setting

ism destination is the experimental
site at Thippagondanahalli, and
that too has drawn a blank in terms
of public interest.

A combined one-day tour from
Bengaluru to Shivagange and the
Thippagondanahalli farm — con-
ceived as a quick escape for city
residents — has seen no takers, “We
don't know the reason, but there
have been no visitors to the farm
vet,” said Sreenath KS, general man-
ager (transport), Karnataka State
Tourism Development Corporation
(KSTDC). “The horti-tourism project
began as a stand-alone visit to the
Thippagondanahalli farm, and was
later tweaked to include Shivagange.

Even that did not work, despite ad-
equate publicity”

Planned from Thursday to Sun-
day, the tour was scheduled to depart
Yeswantpur KSTDC office at 6.30am,
stop at the Vittala temple in Arishi-
nakunte, halt for breakfast, proceed
to Shivagange temple, break for
lunch, explore the Thippagondana-
halli farm, and return to Bengaluru
by 6pm. On the intent behind the
27-acre Thippagondanahalli project,
Parashivamurthy said, “The aim is
to encourage visitors from the city to
spend time in a garden setting, learn
about plant propagation, and even
try grafting and budding. Plants are
labelled, and there is a medicinal sec-
tion. We developed a children’s activ-
ity area, set up a gazebo, and planned
a cafeteria depending on footf:

While the public response
through KSTDC remains non-ex-
istent, he said school groups have
been visiting the farm indepen-
dently “These visits are not ticketed
because we want to spark interest
among children in horticulture and
help them understand how their
food grows,” he added.
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Cloudy skies brew slump
tea; output fas to 5-yr low

Tea output in Karnataka

Growers Cite
Poor Sunlight,
Sliding Income
Anush.S@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka's
tea belt, which had inched
its way up the production
ladder over the past five
vears, has slipped to its low-
est level in half a decade,
raising concerns among
planters who are already
reeling under erratic weath-
erandrising costs.

While the state contrib-
utes 70% of the country’s cof-
fee output, its tea production
has followed a different arc.
Aftermodestgainssince2019,
the output dropped to 4.5 mil-
lion kgin 2024. Growers point
to poor sunlight and falling
incomes, which areresulting
in acreage dipping, as key
reasons for the slide.

“You need both rain and
sunshine for tea to grow.
Even if you get intermittent
rain with good sunshine,
you will have a good crop. In
2023, even though the rain
was slightly on the higher

ar

side, we had a good amount
of sunshine, and wehadade-
cent crop. But in 2024, there
was a lot of rain and mostly
cloudy weather, so our crop
is not growing,” Namitha
Rao, a planter in Koppa ta-
luk, Chikkamagaluru dis-
trict, said.

In 2019, the state pro-
duced more than 4.6 million
kg of tea. While the figure
was far lower than that of
Kerala or Tamil Nadu, it
rose steadily to more than
5.5 million kg by 2023 before
sliding in 2024, according to
the Tea Board of India.

Half of the 2,093 hectares
where tea is grown in Karna-

4.5

55 51

Production (in million kg)

52 51 46

2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019

Source: Tea Board of India

"4 SLOPING DOWN: Data shows that tea
cultivation in Karnataka dropped 5%
annually to 1,778 hectares in 2025

taka is in Koppa, with Sak-
leshpur (Hassan), Kodagu,
and Kelagur (Chikkamagalu-
ru) accounting for the rest.
The fall in output has come
despite an uptick in the na-
tional trend.

“The area of tea cultiva-
tion is decreasing year by
year; it isnotasrewarding as
coffee. Some of the lands that
used to have tea have been
taken over by other crops.
Harvesting tea involves huge
dependence on labour, and it
is a very mechanical proc-
ess,” Sanjay Mathais, a plant-
erof Mudigere, said.

Sanjay said mechanisa-
tion could help push planta-

tions towards stability.

“We are trying to get bat-
tery-operated shears to har-
vest theleaf. If wemanage to
get a good crop next April-
May, then these shears could
help the situation improve,”

he pointed out.
Data from the United
Planters Association of

South India’s tea foundation,
based on 12 plantations,
shows the tea cultivation in
the state dropped to 1,778 hec-
tares in 2025 — a 5% fall from
the same period last year.

The Tea Board’s 2025 fig-
uresareawaited, butplanters
expect a better showing than
lastyear’sdip.

Sugar MSP to be Raised
After Seven Years,by 23%

Move may raise price to Z38/kg;
ethanol procurement price likely
to berevised too

Shambhavi Anand

New Delhi: The government is expected to raise the
minimum selling price (MSP) of sugar — after a ne-
arly seven-year pause —by nearly 23% to 738 per kg,
said people aware of the matter.

The Centre could also increase ethanol procure-
ment price for sugarcane-based feedstock, the peo-
plesaid.

The steps would follow the Centre clearing the ex-
portof L5million tonnes of sugar for the 2025-26sea-
son (October—September).

The government has maintained the MSP of sugar
at 231 per kg since February 2019. The industry has
been pushing for an increase in the price, citing hig-
her production costs. An increase in MSP will boost
liguidity for sugar mills, helping them pay cane far-
mers.

“In accordance with Section 9 of the Sugar (Cont-
rol) Order, 2025, and considering the 4.42% increase
in FRP (Fairand Remunerative Price)along with the
rise in inflation-linked input eosts, revision of the
Sugar MSP to741 per kgis both justified and logical,”
the National Federation of Co-operative Sugar Fac-
tories said in a letter to union minister for food and
public distribution Pralhad Joshi. __

Status quo on ethanol prices adversely affects the
ability of mills to meet cane payment obllgatl‘m%.
especially when FRP and other input costsare conti-
nuingtorise, the industry body said, in the letter.

Ethanol revenues contribute more than 20% of the

PUSH FROM INDUSTRY

The government has maintained the
MSP of sugar at 231 per kg since Fe-
bruary 2019. The industry has been
pushing for anincrease inthe price,
citing higher production costs

total cane price payable to farmers, Prices for etha-
nol produced from B-heavy molasses and sugarcane
juice or syrup have remained unchanged since ESY
/add full form/ 2022-23,

Sugar season 2025-26 began with opening stocks of
about 5 million tonnes (MT). With an estimated net
production of 31.5 MT and domestic consumption of
29 MT, the overall sugar surplus is likely at around
7.5 MT. After maintaining a buffer stock of 5 MT, si-
milar to last year, there will be a net surplus of about
2.5 MT, according to industry estimates.
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