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Flower market at GKVK will involve
axing of 900 trees, horti dept told

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

MEANWHILE, on Monday, ac-
tivists gave a representation to
Dr Seetharam GK, Dean, Uni-
versity of Horticulure, GKVK,
expressing apprehension over
the flower market plan at the
campus.

As per the documents, the
government, in an order issued
on 24/9/2024, had asked for five
acres of sub-land belonging to
the University of Horticulture,
Bagalkot, in the premises of
GKVK to be handed over to the
horticulture department for
setting up an international
flower market.

The need for a market arose
as cut flower sellers and farm-
ers coming to the City Market
have limited time for sale, and
traffic was a major issue. Also,
the absence of cold storage to
save flowers to extend shelf
life, prompted the horticulture
department to come up with
the idea.

NATIVE WEALTH

422 247
Trees in the GKVK horticulture [ESraRes Mango
research centre at the GKVK bt sabic
campus, Bengaluru, that were ‘5“%,
planned to face the axe %‘ 50
B¢ Coconut
50 30
Jackfruit Silver Oak

Many Pomelo trees

GKVK sustains hundreds of native and endangered species.
Clearing five acres of this natural ecosystem will dismantle a

sensitive food web, ©

ise soil and Bengaluru's

ecological stability. The green cover acts as a critical carbon
sink, temperature regulator, and air-quality buffer

Vijay Nishanth, President, Project Vruksha Foundation

“The GKVK registrar had
told the horticulture depart-
ment that the flower market
will involve axing of 900 trees,”
said a senior professor at the
GKVEK. He said the horticulture
department clarified that five

acres of land will not be suffi-
cient for a world class facility
and had requested for another
five acres. There is also appre-
hension that commercial activ-
ity on the campus premises
would impact academics.
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Zeroes InOn
4 Alternative
Project Sites

Sanjay.Murty
@timesofindia.com

, Bengaluru: A proposal to
set up an international flo-
wermarket at Gandhi Krishi
Vigyan EKendra (GEVEK)
campus in north Bengaluru,
which triggered controversy
withcitizensflagging thelik-
ely axing of 900 trees, is off
the table for now.

Though a meeting on lik-
ely alternative sites on Nov
12 remained inconclusive, of-
ficial minutes of the confa-
bulationsindicate the govtis
exploring at least four op-
tions and appears to have put
the GEVE plan in deep free-
ze, Likely alternative sites
are: 30acresof land in Byata-
rayanapura; land near Elec-
tronic City; upgrading Bin-
nyvpet APMC flower market;
and Binnypet.

The project, which would
require cutting or transloca-
ting more than $00 trees,
sparked widespread public
mobilisation under the ‘Save
GEVK' campalgn, bringing
together activists, students,
farmer groups, and neighbo-
urhood communities,

TOI first reported the is-
sueon Sept 6.

Officials from the horti-
culture and agricultural
marketing departments, re-
presentatives of University
of Horticultural Sciences,
and the International Flo-
wer Auction Bengaluru held
ameetingon Nov L2 toreview
thie GEVE proposal

Thefine print of the mee-
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ting suggests significant
concerns were raised about
establishingamarketwithin
GEVEK campus. A senior offi-

cial from the horticulture,

university said the institu-
tion requires 150 acres to re-
tain Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR, an
agriculture search organisa-
tion) recognition but cur-
rently has only 125 acres.
“The original ownership
of thisland rests with the fo-
rest department, which has
mandated it cannot be diver-
ted for any purpose other
thanestablishing the univer-
sity" said the official.
Responding to the con-
cerns, the horticulture se-
cretary instructed officials
to re-examine the land ow-
nershipdocuments and veri-
fy that the campus land is
free from legal hurdles,
During discussions on al-
ternative locations, V Rajan-

atu 'f.'—

State shelves GKVK
~ flower market plan

project, which
would require
=8 translocating or
cutting over 900
trees, had sparked
widespread public
moblll;’a:tlun
5 under the Save
' e GKVK campaign

na, joint director in the agri-
cultural marketing - depart-
ment, informed the commit-
tee that about 30 acres of
department land in Byataray-
anapura is tled up in arbitra-
tion due toa high court order.
He also mentioned land near
Electronics City as a potenti-
al site, noting that flower tra-
ders from KR Market could be
relocated there, if required.

Officials reviewed the
long-pending proposal to up-
grade the Binnypet APMC
flower market, for which a
detailed  project report
(DPR) was prepared nearly
five years ago.

Shamla Igbal, secretary,
horticulture  department, :
who chaired the meeting, di-
rected the officials to revise
the Binnypet DPR with up-
dated cost estimates — anot-
her indication that the !
GKVK campus may no long- }
er be the preferred choice,
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12 bird species waiting for
companions at Pilikula Zoo

DIVYA CUTINHO @ Mangaluru

WHILE the Pilikula Biological
Park is brimming with various
species and is home to over
1,000 animals and birds, as
many as 12 bird species have
been languishing at the zoo for
want of companions.

_As per the inventory data pro-
vided by the authorities of the Pi-
likula Biological Park, as many as
12 bird species are living without
a companion at present. The sin-
gle birds at the zoo are White Bel-
lied Sea Eagle, White Scavenger
Vulture, Malabar Grey Hornbill,
Cockatoo Galah, Srilankan Bay
owl, Grey Horned owl, Blue Rock
Pigeon, Fantail Pigeon, Black
swan, Green Turaco, Violet Tura-
co and Silver Pheasant.

Activists say most animals
without mates show signs of de-
pression and are difficult to han-
dle. An activist alleged that the
Egyptian Vulture has been with-
out a companion at the Pilikula
zoo for the last three years. “As
per the Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) guidelines, no animal or
bird should be kept without a
companion for more than six
months, and if not, I.hey must
arrange a companion,” said Di-
nesh Holla, a wildlife activist.

Raju Kidoor, a teacher, con-
servationist and bird expert
from Kidoor village in Kasara-
god, Kerala, said that some
birds without companions are
prone to stress, which can be
fatal for some. “For example,
White Bellied Sea Eagle and
the Malabar Grey Hornbill are
family attached birds. Without
companions, we cannot get to
see their usual activities. They
do not change their companion,
hence finding a pair for such
birds is not easy,” he said.

@

White Bellled Sea Eagle and the

activities — Raju Kidoor, a teacher,

Dr Arun Shetty, Commission-
er of Pilikula Development Au-
thority, said under the animal
exchange program, they are
trying to get birds for pairing.
“We have already submitted a
proposal to the Central Zoo
Authority(CZA) requesting
mates for the single birds at the
zoo. We are still awaiting ap-
proval from the CZA. Some in-
jured birds which are rescued
cannot be released to the wild,
and finding a mate for them is
difficult. Last week, we received
around 15 new animals under
the animal exchange pro-
gramme, in which we received
a sloth bear. The sloth bear at
the zoo was without a compan-
ion for more than a year. Now,
under the animal exchange pro-
gram, we managed to get a pair
of sloth bears. Similarly, we are
trying to get mates for other
solo animals and birds.

2% e >
D S AR X X

A lonely bird In a cage at the Pilikula
Biological Park | express

Malabar Grey Hornbill are family

attached birds. Without companions, we cannot get to see their usual

conservationist and bird expert

Experts want
rare spider
named after
Lord Hanuman

RAGHOTTAM KOPPAR @ Gadag

THE trend of naming the bugs
after popular personalities has
been on for some time now.
However, researchers in Ben-
galuru and Gadag have taken it
to another level when they sug-
gested that a golden orb weav-
ing spider of Nephila, spotted
for the first time in Sasarwada
forest range in Shirahatti taluk
of Gadag district recently, be
named after Lord Hanuman.

The researchers said the idea
was to praise the Lord for creat-
ing such a colourful creature.
Research students said the
naming strategy is making the
study of bugs easier for
identification.

“The golden orb weaving spi-
der looks like god Hanuman.
The trend of naming the bugs
after popular personalities
started recently when Catacan-
thus Incarnatus was named
Hitler as it resembled the face
of the German dictator. Simi-
larly, Mogambo bug resembles
Amrish Puri’s Lharacter in
Hindi film ‘Mr India’,” said one
of the researchers. -

“The Golden Orb Weaver spi-
der is rare in regions like
Gadag.” said the researcher.
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Proposed amendment to protection
of plant varieties law raises concern

JITENDRA CHOUBEY @ New Dalhi

SCIENTISTS, environmental-
ists, and farmer organisations
have approached Union Agri-
culture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan over the “opague™
consultative process being used
for the proposed amendments
to the Protection of Plant Vari-
eties and Farmers' Rights
{PPV&FR) Act of 2001 and its
associated rules.

Endorsed by 159 scientists,
farmer leaders, and experts,
the Alliance for Sustainable &
Holistic Agriculture have writ-
ten te Chouhan, noting that
while consultations involve
seed industry assoctations, the
engagement with civil society
gets conducted in a hybrid for-
mat at the last minute.

The letter also raized con-
cerns about conflicts of inter-
est within the consultative
committee, "1t is not clear what
other amendments are being
discussed because no Informa-
tion is being shared proactively
and transparently...” it states,

In 2001, the PPV&FR legisls-

Ind Exp Pg 04
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tion was enacted and the author-
ity was established in 2005 to
protect plant varieties and the
rights of farmers and plant
breeders, encouraging the devel
opment of new plant varieties.
The PPV&EFR is regarded as one
of the most progressive pleces
of legislation, as it strengthens
farmers’ rights to protect their
seeds and resources.

Experts fear that ongoing
consultations with representa-
tives from multinational seed
companies may favour the con-
froversial International Union
for the Protection of New Vari-
eties of Plants (UPOV), an

Ongoing consultations
may harm farmers: Experts

Experts fear that ongoing
consultations with representatives
from multinational seed
companies may favour the
controversial International Union
for the Protection of New Varieties
of Plants {UPOV) which prioritises
multinatlonal rights over farmers®
rights. Currently, Indla s not a
member of UPOV,

intergovernmental organisa-

tlon, that prioritises multina.
tional rights over those of
farmers, Currently, India is not

a member of UPOV,

The letter also pointed out
that the proposed amendments
are influenced by the US and
other countries as trade deals
are being negotiated. “This
‘harmonisation with UPOV" is
a sinister agenda of industry
lobbies, It could also indicate
the Government of India’s sub-
mission to pressure from the
U8 and other countries regard-
ing the trade deals being nego-
tiated.” the letter states.
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