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Hon’ble Governor of Karnataka awarding Gold Medals to the topper along with
Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture, GoK during
59" Convocation of UAS, Bangalore
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Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture, GoK interacting with Scientist at demonstration
block during Krishimela-2025 held at GKVK, Bengaluru
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Honourable Governor of Karnataka and Chancellor of
the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore,
Shri Thawarchand Gehlot ji; the distinguished
Chief Guest of today’s 60" Convocation,
Dr. L.S. Shashidhara, Director, National Centre for
Biological Sciences, Bengaluru; Vice-Chancellor of
UAS, Bangalore, S.V. Suresha; Honorary Doctorate
Awardees; Members of the Board of Management;
Members of the Academic Council; former Vice-
Chancellors; donors of medals; esteemed invitees;
University officers and faculty; graduating students;
representatives of the media, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me immense pleasure to participate and share
my thoughts on the occasion of the 60™ Convocation
of the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore.
The University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore is
the mother university established in the year 1964 in
Karnataka. Now Karnataka has seven farm universities
namely UAS, Bangalore; UAS, Dharwad; UAS, Raichur;
UAS, Mandya; UAHS, Shivamogga; UHS, Bagalakot
and KVAFSU, Bidar.

Today, UAS, Bangalore stands as a premier institution
of agricultural education and research. The University
is commemorating its Diamond Jubilee Year and has
been accredited with A+ grade by the National
Assessment and Accreditation Council for a period of
five years from 2025, reflecting its commitment to
excellence in education, research and extension.

UAS, Bangalore - 60" Convocation



8 Pro-Chancellor’s Speech

In the NIRF-2025 rankings, UAS-B secured the
11 position under the Agriculture and Allied
Sectors category among 75 agricultural universities/
institutions and ranked 1%t among the farm universities
in Karnataka. Additionally, it has achieved the 37™
position under the Public University category and 95
position in the Overall University category. This
recognition highlights the institution’s strong
performance in agricultural education, research and
innovation at the national level. UAS, Bangalore has
been in fore front in contributing large number of
ASRB Scientists to the Country.

UAS, Bangalore plays a crucial role in enhancing
farmers’ livelihoods through research, education and
extension services. The university has developed
improved crop varieties, production technologies and
management practices that enhance productivity while
reducing risks. It also empowers farmers through
training in modern agricultural practices, market
awareness and value addition. UAS, Bangalore focuses
on E-Extension and use of Al in Agriculture.

The university offers five Undergraduate, 24 Post
graduate and 18 Doctoral programmes across two
campuses. Post-Doctoral fellowship programme is also
been introduced in some of the departments. At
present, the University has 5,218 students, comprising
3,622 undergraduates, 1,098 postgraduates and 498
doctoral students across its campuses. Since its

UAS, Bangalore - 60" Convocation
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inception in 1964, UAS-B has produced over 40,000
skilled Agricultural graduates, postgraduates and
doctoral degree holders, contributing significantly to
agricultural development and human resource
capacity in the country.

The university has secured 28 patents including
international patents from Australia, the USA,
Germany and Japan. These innovations span
agricultural biotechnology, plant disease diagnostics,
food technology and farm engineering.

Since inception, UAS, Bangalore has released 330
high-yielding crop varieties and hybrids across cereals
and millets, pulses, oilseeds, commercial,
horticultural, fodder, and potential crops, along with
seven animal breeds including sheep and poultry.

Furthermore, the university has developed more than
530 sustainable farming technologies that have
significantly transformed rainfed agriculture in
Southern India and strengthened the livelihoods of
farming communities. Technologies developed for
dryland agriculture have helped stabilize productivity
even in years of sparse rainfall. The university has
also introduced several low-cost and eco-friendly pest
and disease management technologies for major crops
such as rice, ragi and maize. University has improved
its technical human resources by recruiting teachers
in this academic year.

UAS, Bangalore - 60" Convocation
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UAS, Bangalore has also played important role in
dissemination of technologies through different
methods and is moving beyond traditional methods.
Through the e-Krushi Agriportal and digital platforms,
university reached lakhs of farmers with updated,
improved packages of practices directly on their mobile
devices and social media.

The Krishimela-2025 at GKVK continues to be a
landmark event, attracting more than 35 to 40 lakh
farmers. This is not just a fair; it is a live classroom
where hundreds of new technologies developed by the
university are showcased.

Through Krishi Santhe, the University of Agricultural
Sciences, Bangalore promotes sustainable agriculture,
local produce and awareness about nutritious foods,
especially traditional crops like millets. It also
encourages women self-help groups, rural
entrepreneurs and farmer producer organizations to
market their products. As a Pro-chancellor I suggest
Vice-Chancellor to give more focus on research and
bring out new crop varieties and technologies for the
benefit of farmers.

I suggest all scientist to take interest to make
efforts in getting GI tag Registration to many of the
local potential crop varieties and products and
develop marketing strategies to get better price to the
growers.

UAS, Bangalore - 60" Convocation
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My heartfelt congratulations to all the graduating
students. Today, you are no longer just students you
are going to be enlightened citizens of our country
and you are qualified agricultural scientists, engineers,
technologists and agri-preneurs. You carry with you
not only knowledge and technical expertise but also
the ethical responsibility to serve society and conserve
environment.

I remind you the words of Mahatma Gandhi who said,
‘To forget how to dig the earth and tend the soil is to
forget ourselves’.

Agriculture is not merely a sector - it is the backbone
of our economy and the foundation of our civilization.
While the world may occasionally need a doctor,
engineer, or lawyer, it needs a farmer and agricultural
professionals three times every day for ever.

You are entering a dynamic phase in Indian
agriculture. The country is moving from Agriculture
behind production and moving further towards food
security to nutritional security and farmer prosperity.
At the same time, agriculture faces significant
challenges such as climate change, declining water
resources, soil degradation and the need for
sustainable farming systems. Yet, these challenges
also present opportunities as you have seen how covid
incidents enhanced the use of online classes and
improved the online trading.

UAS, Bangalore - 60" Convocation
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I urge you to become job providers rather than job
seekers. With the growing support of agri-business
incubation centres, you can bring innovation to the
entire ‘field-to-plate’ value chain, reduce food losses,
and strengthen the rural economy. Your knowledge
and creativity can transform farmers into successful
entrepreneurs.

As you leave this campus, carry with you the values of
compassion, dedication, and service. The future of
sustainable agriculture rests on your shoulders.
Dream boldly, face challenges with courage and
persevere with determination.

Once again, I congratulate you and wish you a great
success in all your future endeavours.

Jai Jawan - Jai Kisan

UAS, Bangalore - 60" Convocation






	Minister cover-1.pdf (p.1)
	Page 1

	Minister cover-2.pdf (p.2)
	Page 2

	Minister Speech for reprint (14-05-2026).pdf (p.3-14)

